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Closer Fellowship Sought by CSI and Indian Lutherans 


(Bangalore) - Closer fellowship between Lutheran congregations throughout 
India and members of the Church of South India is being sought by the Inter- 
Church Commission appointed by both communions to study eventual merger. 


At a meeting here, the commission recommended that the churches set up 
joint organs for evangelizing unoccupied areas and work out a programme for 
evangelism in new industrial localities. 


The commission also recommended that the churches jointly plan for the 
pastoral care of scattered Christians, especially in the newly developing 
areas so that "closer fellowship between the churches may be increasingly 
manifest", 


Wherever there are strong CSI and Lutheran congregations in a particu- 
lar area, the commission said, pastors and church members should be en- 
couraged to come together regularly for common study of questions relating 
to the Christian life, faith and witness with a view toward mutual enrich- 
ment and the fostering of closer fellowship. 


The commission further recommended that inter-church conferences should 
be organized at the local level so that the clergy and laity will be in- 
formed of the commission's work and "of all the developments towards union". 
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The Most Rev. H. Sumitra, CSI moderator, and the Rt. Rev. Rajah B. 
Manikam, Lutheran Bishop of Tranquebar, were elected joint chairmen of the 
commission. The Rev. J.R. Chandran of United Theolngical College, 
Bangalore, was named secretary. 


The commission agreed that two doctrinal statements should be drafted. 
One will be a concise statement suitable for inclusion in the constitution 
of the united church, while the second will be more detailed and will serve 
aS a supplementary statement of faith. 


It was also tentatively agreed that both statements should contain the 
following main sections: (1) the faith of the Church in the Triune God with 
an introductory statement on unity in Christ; (2) the Word and the Sacra- 
ments, including a statement on the place of the Scriptures, creeds and 
confessions, and (3) the Church and the ministry. 


The commission members raised several questions relative to the nature 
of the proposed united church. Among them were: (1) whether a federal 
type of union with free inter-communion should be attempted before the 
achievement of organic union; 2) whether it would be possible to have 
both episcopal and non-episcopal administration in the organically united 
church, and (3) whether it is possible to relieve the episcopal office of 
the burdens of administrative authority. 


The commission also appointed a committee to draft a common catechism 
for use in the churches even prior to the proposed union. Its purpose 
will be to ensure systematic teaching of the essential doctrines of the 
Christian faith. However, it was agreed that the catechism will supple- 
ment rather than replace any existing ones which have been effective in the 
teaching ministry of the different churches. EPS, Geneva 


Methodists Urged to Lead in Peace, Racial Justice 


(Oslo) - Some 2,500 Methodists from all over the world have concluded the 
10th World Methodist Conference with a message touching on a broad range of 
issues including war and peace, racial injustice and the needs of youth. 


The message, among other things, pointing to the "menace of war as a 
threat to humanity's future', called upon Methodists to "practise the way 
of peacemakers intelligently and obediently"; asked them to "stand 
for the elimination of discrimination and segregation", and urged Methodist 
churches to make youth work "one of the highest priorities ... in every 
land". 


Built around the conference theme, "New Life in the Spirit", the 
message also asked Methodists to "support, to the point of sacrifice, plans 
to raise the living standards of poorer nations". Further it asked "a 
bold appraisal of our missionary efforts" and faster "surrender to newer 
churches of authority and responsibility for evangelization of their people". 


In an earlier session of the nine-day meeting the Conference heard 
World Council of Churches! general secretary Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft declare 
that church bodies should think of themselves as provisional rather than as 
permanent institutions. "We don't seek unity because we are scared by the 
common dangers", he said. Rather "the main motive of unity is to demon- 
strate the essential quality of the Christian Church which is its all- 
embracing universal character. 
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"The ecumenical movement is an explosion of that fundamental univer- 
salism of the Christian Church. You can suppress it for a time, but it 
will always reassert itself." 


Dr, Visser 't Hooft noted that "if we want to bring (into the ecumeni- 
cal movement ) the Christians of Eastern Hurope, and notably Russia, we do 
So because we are under orders. We are simply fulfilling the purpose of 
the ecumenical movement." 


In other sessions the Methodists: 


Named Bishop Fred Pierce Corson, of Philadelphia, Pa. (USA), as 
president of the World Methodist Council, succeeding Dr. Harold Roberts, 
of Richmond, Surrey, England. 


Made significant revisions in the Council's constitution designed to 
bring about closer relationships of the Methodist bodies of the world. 
The changes which spell out more explicitly the Council's purpose than had 
been done previously include an agreement that Council membership in the 
future will be recruited directly from its 40 member churches, rather than 
indirectly on a geographical basis from the 76 countries represented as 
had been done till now. 


Set up a series of study committees to review the problems involved 
in the proposed merger of the Evangelical United Brethren Church and the 
Methodist Church. Active negotiations between the two bodies have been 


in progress for six years through their Commission on Church Union. 
EPS, Geneva 


Portuguese Release Baptist Missionary 


(London) - Dr. Rodger Shields, 39-year old Baptist missionary, who has been 
detained by the Portuguese authorities in Luanda, Angola, for the last fort- 
night, has now been released and is in Leopoldville, the Congo. 


First news of his release came in a telegram from the Baptist Mission- 
ary Society's Leopoldville office to its London headquarters. 


The reason for his arrest is still unknown. Dr. Shields had been in 
charge of the 76-bed Baptist Mission Hospital at San Salvador in northern 
Angola since 1949. He was one of the chief sponsors of the proposed re- 
organization of the B.M.S. and Canadian Baptist Medical Missionary work in 
the area. 


It was not known whether Dr. Shields will return to England immediately 
or remain in the Congo for some months to work among the 150,000 refugees 
from Angola. 


Two other missionaries imprisoned by the Portuguese Government were 
released earlier. Dr. Cecil Scott, British representative active on the 
Evangelical League for Missionary and Educational Work in Portugal, was 
released on 23rd August, and expelled from the country, after being held in 
Lisbon for 36 days without charges being pressed against him. The League, 
which has headquarters in Lisbon, is a centre for the training of African 
missionaries to work in Portugal's overseas provinces. 


A second missionary, the Rev. Raymond E. Noah, an American Methodist, 
was arrested on 14th July, in Luanda, Angola, where he had been director of 
Methodist work. ‘He was released after 28 days' imprisonment and arrived in 
Lisbon on 12th August, where he was met by US State Department officials. 

He left the country almost immediately. He had been charged with having 
helped Angolan students flee Portugal. EPS, Geneva 
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Australian Anglicans Urged to Join Union Negotiations 


(Sydney) - A widely read Anglican church paper in Australia has urged the 
Anglican Ghurch in that country to join in church union negotiations already 
in progress. 


An editorial in the independent weekly, The Anglican, proposes to the 
bishops of the Church of England in Australia and Tasmania that they ask for 
the right to send an official delegation of eight members to talks among 
Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational churches. The Joint Commission 
on Church Union from these three groups has been meeting three times a year 
Since 1957 and has already produced a provisional report on "The Faith of 
the Church", 


Although two Anglican observers have been present at some sessions, 
this is the first public suggestion that the Anglican Church should come 
fully into the reunion talks, 


The editorial says that the plan of union being worked out "contains 
already a strong affirmation of three of the four requirements of our 
Anglican sine qua non of reunion, the Lambeth Quadrilateral: the Scriptures, 
the Dominical Sacraments, and the historic creeds". 


Criticizing as unfair statements that the report issued by the union 
commission is "verbose" and "Barthian", the church paper says its substance 
Loe vroly Catholic, But it says it should have more of "the economy and 
precision of our Book of Common Prayer, with the breadth of the Fathers, and 
those central, but comprehensive, emphases which form part of our Anglican 
heritage". 


The paper said the plan of the other three churches reveals "a latent 
hunger for the episcopate". and that more attention should be given to the 
achievement of the Church of South India and to church union plans in North 
India and Ceylon. 


"A constitutional episcopate, in the sense of a father in God, a pastor 
astorum, servant of the servants of Christ, symbol of unity and guardian of 
the faith, is a concept which may offer much to the commission at this 
present stage", says the editorial. 


The editorial concludes: "Here is an opportunity for the bishops to 
render true service to the Church. They could with ease send a worthy 
delegation, without illusions, in brotherly love, representative of the 
mind of the Church. They would do so in the certain knowledge that Angli- 
cans throughout Australia genuinely wanted them to do so and would heartily 
endorse their act. Let us hope that this question will be high on the 
bishops! agenda." BPS, Geneva 


Evangelicals, Roman Catholics in Chile Hold Thanksgiving Meeting 


(Puerto Monte, Chile) - Evangelicals and Roman Catholics here joined to- 
gether in a public meeting on the first anniversary of the earthquakes which 
swept Chile last year, to express gratitude for the help received in the 
disaster. 

The meeting, which was suggested by Roman Catholic authorities, was 


organized jointly by them and by the local council of evangelical churches. 
Civil, military and consular authorities also attended. EPS, Geneva 
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Roman Catholic Observers Will Attend WCC Third Assembly 


et a en nebo 


(Geneva) - Five Roman Catholics will attend as observers the Third Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches, New Delhi, India, 18th November - 6th 
December. They have been chosen and authorized by the Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity set up in eonnection with the preparation for the 
second Vatican Council. 


Two of the five will be priests from India to be designated in consul- 
tation with Cardinal Gracias of Bombay. 


The other three will be Professor Jan Groot, appointee of the Nether- 
lands hierarchy for ecumenical work; Father M.J. Le Guillou, a member of 
the "Istina" centre in Paris and author of "Mission et Unité"; and Father 
Hdward Durft, Director of the Inetitute of Social Order in St. Louis, 
Missouri, USA, and author of "The Social Thought of the World Council of 
Churches", 


The rules of the World Council make provision for invitations to World 
Council Assemblies to observers from churches which are not members of the 
Wcc. EPS, Geneva 


iil Clajerelvach sia iNeworal 


(Belfast, Treland) - The Presbyterian Church in Ireland and the Congrega- 
tional Union of Ireland have reached a general basis of agreement in unity 
talks, it has been reported here. 


The only fundamental obstacle said to remain was the inability of the 
Congregationalists to negotiate en bloc because their Church represents a 
loose federation of independent local units. 


However, a@ move was said to be under way here, in which each churcen 
of the Congregational Union would undertake to abide by the decision of the 
Union on the unity issue. 


The Presbyterians are the largest Protestant denomination in Northern 
Ireland, with the Church of Ireland (Anglican) a close second. All other 
denominations are much smaller. The congregationalists, largely concen- 
trated in Belfast, have ten churches. EPS, Geneva 


Scotsman Named to WCC Post 


(Geneva) ~ The World Council of Churches has announced the appointment of 
the Rev. Patrick Campbell Rodger of Kilmacolm, Scotland, as executive 
secretary of its Department of Faith and Order, which deals with matters of 
doctrinal differences between churches and organizational barriers to 
Christian unity. The appointment is effective November l. 


An Anglican, Mr. Rodger has been rector of St. Fillan's Church, 
Kilmacolm, for the past three years. Harlier he was the study secretary 
of the British Student Christian Movement and previously served as the 
Anglican students! chaplain at the University of Edinburgh. He was 
Honorary Secretary of the Scottish Churches! Ecumenical Committee, 1960-61. 
He was educated at Oxford and Cambridge Universities. EPS, Geneva 
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Dr. Scharf Barred from Returning to Bast Germany 


(Berlin) - Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council of the Evangelical 


Church in Germany (EKID), has been forbidden by the Bast German government 
to return to East Berlin. 


The action was taken when the German church leader sought to return 
to his residence in the Hast after attending a meeting of the Council in 
West Berlin. East German authorities charged that he heads "an illegal 
organization which is hostile to peace". The Council is the policy-making 
body of Germany's biggest Protestant organization, and is the cnly major 
institution of any kind active in both East and West Germany. 


The Council later issued a statement denouncing the action and claim- 
ing "the right to carry cn our church work as guaranteed by the Constitution 
(of Bast Germany)". 


The East German authorities charged that Dr. Scharf should not enjoy 
the "civil rights" of the Hast German Republic because he had retained a 
West Berlin passport when he applied ten years ago for the right to reside 
in East Berlin. Dr. Scharf denied this and said he had surrendered his 
West Berlin passport in 1951. 


Dr. Scharf was elected chairman of the Evangelical Church Council in 
February. One reason for his election was that he lived in East Berlin 
and therefore had access to the rest of Hastern Germany, a right denied his 
predecessor Bishop Otto Dibelius, although until this blockade Bishop Dibe- 
lius had been permitted to go into East Berlin. 


The shutting down of the border has also been formally protested by 
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church (VELKD), which issued a communiqué 
following the refusal by the East German government to allow clergy and 

laymen from the Hast to attend a meeting in West Berlin. The statement 
said the church regarded the action as "serious interference with the life 
of the church" and one which must be "opposed by the church". 


The conference of Roman Catholic bishops at Fulda was also affected by 
the blockade. The bishops issued a statement which said that it had "for 
the first time within human memory" prevented bishops from the Bast from 
attending the conference which is held annually. The conference registered 
a "solemn protest" against this "restriction on the freedom of the Church" 
and proclaimed its "inviolable unity" with bishops and congregations in the 
Kast. EPS, Geneva 


Greater Freedom for Italian Protestants Reported 


(Torre Pellice) - Protestants in Italy are enjoying more religious freedom, 
according to a report presented to a recent meeting of the Synod of the 
Waldensian Church. The report said the "usual campaign" against Protest- 
ants had almost ceased and that the Fanfani government is "nn longer trying 
to ignure the Protestant minority". It noted that government officials 
have received Protestant delegations "with courtesy" and that Roman Catholic 
priests and Waldensian pastors have been able to nave private conversations 
and Bible study. 


The report attributed the change to "the ecumenical attitudes" cf Pope 
John XXIII. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Officials Voice Dismay at New Soviet Nuclear Tests 


(Geneva) - Officials of the World Counoil of Churches have expressed 
"profound concern and dismay at the announcement by the Soviet Union of its 
unilateral decision to resume experimental explosions of nuclear weapons". 


A statement issued here today said "the resumption of testing without 
international consent or control will surely accelerate the armansnts race, 
increase the risk of war,and affect the health of present and future 
generations", 


The statement was signed by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman 
of the WCC's policy-making Central Committee; Dr. Ernest Payne, London, 
Committee vice-chairman, and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Genera, general 
secretary. 


The statement points to the fact that the World Council "on many 
occasions over a number of years" has registered opposition whenever uni- 


iateral resumption of tests has been proposed. In view of its position, 
which has been widely endorsed by member churches, it said, "we must 
express our profound concern and dismay". It declared; 


"We trust that world conscience may be stirred and world public 
opinion consolidated in order that, instead of a general resumption of 
tests, there may be a resumption of negotiations designed with all sin- 
cerity to bring about a reliable agreement to cease tests." 


The statement reviews the positions taken by the World Council and 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs since 1956, in 
which they urge the negotiation of agreement to cease nuclear weapon test- 
ing with provision for international inspection and control. 


The Commission is a joint agency of the World Council and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council and has been in operation in the field of 
international affairs since 1946. 


The World Council of Churches represents 176 member churches of the 
Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catholic communions in more then 
fifty countries. (See document appended) EPS, Geneva 


Presbyterian Council Issues Letter to EHuropean Churches 


(Zurich) - The differences between Christians in Eastern and Western Eurcpe 
"are less important than what we have in common", the European Area Council 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance said in a letter to its 28 member churches 
in both areas of the continent. 


The letter therefore called upon Christians "to pray with us that in 
the future as in the past this uniting faith may show itself to be stronger 
than all dividing factors". 


Noting that the Christian hope "does not provide us with an escape 
from the world", the letter said that Christians are often "tempted to ..- 
make our churches ends in themselves, shutting the doors upon the world with 
its sin and despair". 


"Te are even tempted to shut ourselves in our own church without paying 
heed to other Christian churches around us", it continued. "As Reformed 
churches we sre often self-satisfied and complacent, resting content in our 
traditions and in the positions we hold." 


oa 
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The Rev. Pierre Bourget, president of the Reformed Church of France, 
was elected European Area Council chairman to succeed Dr. Alex King of 
Hdinburgh. Bishop Tibor Bartha, president of the Synod of the Reformed 
Church of Hungary, and the Rev. Karl Halaski, secretary of the German 
Reformierter Bund, were named vice-chairmen. 


Some 200 delegates attended the sessions. EPS, Geneva 


New Director for CWS 


(New York) - Hugh D. Farley, an international rehabilitation and relief 
expert, has been named the new executive director of Church World Service, 
relief agency of the National Council of Churches, USA. 


Mr. Farley, who has directed US government aid programmes in Lebanon 
and Korea and served as an evaluation officer for the International Co- 
operation Administration in Washington, D.C., began his new duties on 
september 1. 


As executive director of CWS, Mr. Farley will guide the operations of 
the co-operative programme through which 35 US Protestant and Orthodox 
churches conduct feeding, clothing, housing and rehabilitation work in more 
than 40 countries. . 


An Episcopalian, he holds degrees from Yale University and Columbia 
University. His last assignment before joining the CWS staff was as 
assistant director of the US Operations Mission in Korea. 


He succeeds retired Methodist Bishop Frederick Newell, New York, who 
has been acting executive director since December. Bishop Newell will 
remain on the CWS staff for an additional period in an advisory capacity. 

EPS, Geneva 


Okinawan Church Hampered by New Cults 


(Naha, Okinawa) - Hvangelism in Okinawa is being increasingly hampered by 
the activities of new cults from both Japan and the United States, accord- 
ing to a report by the Far East News Service (RENS). 


The agency said that most violent of these is Sokagakkai, a militant 
anti-Christian group which promises to "drive Christianity off Okinawa in 
three years", It described the cult as "extremely aggressive and political 
in nature". In the recent Naha City Council election, it said, two import- ) 
ant posts went to members of the cult who have had no political experience, 
but who were elected by their adherents. 


The agency said evangelism is also being retarded by the tendency of 
Okinawans to respond to the Gospel in direct relation to their current 
political attitude towards the United States. It reported that church 
leaders and missionaries feel the Christian message has become too closely . 
identified with the United States and that "the church must lose its close 
identity with Western culture if it is to receive an objective hearing". 

EPS, Geneva 
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Dr, Nolde Confers with German Church Leaders 


(Berlin) - Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, spent two days in Berlin early this week to confer 


with church leaders on problems arising out of recent developments in the 
city. 


An announcement of the visit by the World Council of Churches said the 
purposes of the visit were "to reflect the deep concern of the World Council 
for the difficulties in which the people of Berlin and especially the Church 
in Germany, find themselves, to hear their interpretation of the present 
situation, and to suggest that the Berlin problem must be viewed in the light 
of the total world situation". 


The CCIA is a joint agency of the WCC and the International Missionary 
COUnC. A. . EPS, Geneva 


POLPeEn OCLeEntis te OvLLL Believers, Athiest Publication Reports 


(Warsaw) - A communist publication here has charged that many of Poland's 
scientists, even though they declare themselves to be unbelievers, are in 
fact practising Roman Catholics. 


Argumenty, organ of the Polish Athiest Societies, said a recent poll 
shows that the large majority of them, "even though they should know better", 


still adhere to their beliefs. What is needed, it urged, is more inten- 
Sive indoctrination in atheistic theories. EPS, Geneva 
int Bniet 


Dr. Martin Niemdller is reported recovering at a hospital in Frankfurt, 
Germany, where he was moved a fortnight ago following an automobile accident 
which took the lives of his wife and their housekeeper in early August in 
Denmark. It was said that the German church leader hcpes to leave the 
hospital in about two weeks and to resume his work after about four weeks! 
convalescence at his home. He expects to attend the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, November 18 ~ December 6, in New Delhi. 


* Gat | Fem 


An inter~denominational All-India Prayer Fellowship has been formed by 
Protestant leaders in New Delhi, India, with members pledged to fast and 
pray on the first Friday of each month for a "spiritual revival in the 
Chore. Fellowship members will also participate in an evangelistic 
effort by visiting homes to preach the Gospel and distribute literature. 
The project also includes Bible correspondence courses in several languages 
and publication of a monthly "prayer letter". 


* * * 


More than 5,000 Protestant and Roman Catholic youth, most of them 
German, have remodelled and tended graves and garden sites of war cemeteries 
in France, Italy, Finland, Denmark and Tunisia this summer. The project, 
begun in 1953, was conducted under the slogan, "Reconciliation over the 
Graves", and was jointly sponsored by the YMCA and the German Catholic 
Kolping organization. 
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The first ordination of a Roman Catholic priest in Finland since the 
Reformation will take place in Helsinki, Finland, this month. Me Vouti- 
lainen, who is completing his studies at a seminary in France, will be 
ordained for the Dominican Order, which has been in Finland since 1946, 


* * * 


The New Zealand National Council of Churches will send an additional 
five fraternal workers to Indonesia for three years in response to an . 
appeal by the Indonesian Council of Churches for help in filling some 85 
vacancies in Christian hospitals and educational institutions. The New 
Zealand NCC hitherto had underwritten the cost of two workers in Indonesia. 


* * * 


The French Roman Catholic Archbishop of Conakry, Guinea, Mgr. de Mille- 
ville, has been expelled from Guinea following a protest he made to President 
Sekou Touré over the ruling Democratic Party's proposals for a state take-~ 
over of private schools, most of which are run by Catholic missions. The 
Archbishop in an interview in Dakar, Senegal, said that when he declined to 
leave Guinea he was arrested and put on an aircraft to Dakar, President 
Touré said later in an interview that his government wished to "Africanise" 
the Catholic Church and that no Catholic prelate would henceforth be 
acoredited in Guinea unless he were African. 


* * * 


Greek Orthodox Patriarch Benedictcs of Jerusalem will make a two- 
months! goodwill tour of the United States, starting on September 9. One 
of the chief aims of the trip will be to strengthen contacts with the Greek 
Orthodox communities in the US. During the visit the Patriarch is expected 
to meet President Kennedy. 


* * * 


The Christian Council of Kenya has established a Relief, Research and 
Resettlement Committee to help famine victims and plan long-range anti- 
hunger campaigns. One of the committee's aims is to get assistance from 
the UN Food and Agricultural Organization for research in technical problems 
to improve food production. An announcement said the committee will also 
seek financial aid from Christians overseas. 


* * * 


Seven Congolese students on Presbyterian US scholarships have arrived 
in the United States, among the first from their nation to begin higher 
education in America. The seven have been enrolled in schools and semin- 
aries throughout the South under a new scholarship programme set up by the 
church!s Board of World Missions. 


* * * 


The Greek Orthodox Church in Cyprus will distribute its land holdings 
to needy Cypriot farmers on a long-term repayment basis. The announcement 
has been made by Archbishop Makarios, head of the Church who in 1959 was 
elected first president of the Republic of Cyprus. He said the decision 
was part of a new five-year plan. 


* * x 
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Hungarian Baptists plan to buy or build a new church edifice in Buda, 
the eastern part of Budapest. The only church in Buda at present is one 
which has existed for years in connection with the Baptist orphanage. The 
congregation of this church will be absorbed into the proposed new church. 
There are about 19,500 Baptists in Hungary in about 500 churches and stations. 


* * * 


Dr. Nico A.C. Slotemaker de Bruine, until recently Consul-General of 
the Netherlands in Cape Town, has been named to the staff of the Geneva 
office of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. He will 
work on a part-time basis. CCIA is the joint agency of ‘the World Council 
of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


* Za a 


Anglicans and Orthodox will join in a service and unity pilgrimage to 
Durham Cathedral on September 30. The service, the first of its kind ever 
-held in the cathedral, will be preceded by a meeting at which the Bishop of 
Durham will preside. The speaker will be the Rt. Rev. Bishop James of 
‘Apameia of the Greek Orthodox Church. In the evening the pilgrimage will 
proceed to the shrine of St. Cuthbert, who was consecrated bishop in 685 
by St. Theodore Archbishop of Canterbury, a prelate from the Eastern Church 
to whom the Church of England owes the establishment of dioceses and early 
councils of bishops and divines which were the origin of the present Con- 
vocations, 


* * * 


One of the most unusual. Bibles ever printed - the Complutensian Poly- 
glot issued in 1514-1517 - has been purchased by the library of Lambeth 
Falace, London, for £2,000. The text, printed in four columns (Hebrew, 
Greek, Latin and Chaldean) is the first example of biblical research. The 
effort. also is the first example of cooperation between Jewish and Christian 
~scholars. 


* * * 


Bishops of the Swedish State (Lutheran) Church have expressed their 
concern about the increasing divorce rate in a.statement read alcud from 
the pulpits of the churches. They suggested that marriage preparation 
courses should be introduced in the schools and noted that children from 
broken or unhappy homes. are the most liable to. become social problems. 

EPS, Geneva 
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Text of Statement by Officials of World Council of 
Churches on Resumption of Nuclear Weapons Testing 


by Soviet Union 


The World Council of Churches and its Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs have during recent years expressed deep 
concern about nuclear weapons testing, and have repeatedly urged the 
negotiation of agreements to cease such testing with provisions for 
international inspection and control. 


For example, the Central Committee at Galyatet6, Hungary, in 1956, 
stateds 


"Mankind is fearful of actual or potential danger from experi- 
mental tests of nuclear weapons. We call upon the churches to 
appeal to their governments and the United Nations to negotiate 
such an agreement for discontinuance, or limitation and control, 
of these tests as to end any such danger. Provision must be 
made to safeguard both the health of the people and the 
Security Of tne nations" 


At New Haven, in 1957, two inter-related statements were adopted 
by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs! Executive 
Committee and the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, 
wherein the cessation of nuclear tests was viewed with increasing 
., urgency. The C.C.1.A. statement claimed thats: 


"There is a risk for the sake of peace which Christians, 
especially in countries projecting tests of nuclear weapons, 
are justified in advocating, in the hope of breaking 

through barriers of distrust. They can urge their government 
to declare their resolve to forego tests for a trial period, 
in the hope that others will do the same, a new OBE eo be 
born, and foundations laid for reliable agreements. 


The New Haven statements were used all over the world and in many 
lands churches pressed them on the attention of governments, especially 
those which were conducting nuclear tests. 


At Rhodes in 1959, the WCC Central Committee urged "...the powers 
not to resume tests unilaterally in order that statesmen may have time 
to achieve agreements, and the international situation may not deter- 
iorate. A treaty, to cease all tests - atmosphere, space and under- 
ground - should be urgently sought, not least since it will represent 
the beginning of specific controls, may lead to measures of disarmament 
verified by international inspection and control, and will help to” 

eliminate dreaded risks to health." 4 

With respect to the proposed testing by eee the same state- 
meng contended tiat '.... so long as international control is under 
discussion, powers cn have not made tests as yet should not launch 
them anywhere for military purposes." 

In the effort to adjust basic positions to the changing level of 
negotiations, the WCC Executive Committee at a meeting in Buenos Aires, 
February 1960, stated: 
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"We urge the governments concerned to continue to commit them- 
selves to the objective of a comprehensive treaty which will 
include the cessation of all forms of nuclear weapons testing 
~ atmosphere, space, underwater and underground. This commit- 
ment will become more meaningful when it is uniformly supported 
in each government and fortified by an informed and vocal public 
Opinion. 


"In order to honour such a commitment, we believe that govern- 
ments should demonstrate their readiness promptly to negotiate 

a treaty covering all forms of testing which can now, be detected. 
These would apparently include the larger underground explosions 
as well as those in atmosphere, space and underwater. Yet this 
is not enough. A formal agreement ought also to be concluded 

to ban the underground testing of smaller nuclear weapons, at 
least for a specified period of time, on condition that re 
arrangements be made for international co-operation in devising 
more adequate means of detection and for international inspec- 
tion of explosions for peaceful purposes. The concessions 

which will thus be required of both sides are, in our judguent. 
justifiable and imperative, if man is to act responsibly in this 
nuclear space age.'"! 


In a formally recorded minute, the CCIA Executive Committee at 
St. Andrews in the summer of 1960, noted that: 


"An agreement on the cessation of testing, with provisions for 
control, could beget a measure of confidence and set the stage 
for agreements in other fields including arms reduction." 


From the beginning of the Geneva Conference on the Cessation of Nuzlear 


Weapons Testing - in fact, as recently as June 1961 - officers of the 
World Council and the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs have conferred with the heads of the delegations of the USSR, 
the United Kingdom, and the USA to communicate the substance of posi- 
tions held and to encourage them in the fulfilment of their objective 
to achieve a treaty on the cessation of tests under international 
inspection and control. 


At various times when spokesmen for any government have proposed 
the unilateral resumption of tests, CCIA officers have impartially 
registered their opposition, whether in personal consultation or i 
public statements. 


In view of the actions concerning nuclear weapons testing taken 
by the WCC-on many occasions over a number of years and widely endorsed 
by the member churches, we must express our profound concern and dismay 

at the announcement by the Soviet Union of its unilateral decision to 
resume experimental explosions of nuclear weapons. We are prompted to 
speak because the resumption of testing without international consent 
or control will surely accelerate the armaments race, increase the risk 
of war, and a*fect the health of present and future generations. As 
the Central Cummittee stated at New Haven in 1957: . Hs 


"We must ask whether any nation is justified an deciding on 
its own responsibility to conduct such tests, when the people: 

of other nations in all parts of the world who have not agreed 
may have to bear the consequences." 


We trust that world conscience may be stirred and world public 


Opinion consolidated in order that, instead ofa general resumption af tests 


thypé may be a resumption of negotiations designed with all sincerity 
to bring about a reliable agreement to cease tests. 


Ernest A. Payne Franklin Clark Fry W. A. Visser 't Hooft 
Vice-Chairman of the Chairman of the General Secretary 
Central Committee Central Committee 
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